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“LIVE DOLLS” AT CHRISTMAS

Some “Grown-up Little-girls” and the Gifts in Which
They Took the Greatest Pride.

By AGNES BLANCH HICKEY,

There never a Christmas gince
Christmas was, that all the gifts sent ar-
rived on time; even Santa Claus himself
has been known to be late! Some offer-
ings are bound to be either tardy or be-
forehand, indeed, it is the exception and
not the rale, for offerings coming from
a distance to materialize on the exact
date. And no less than to-day was this
true in the days of long ago, when cer-
tain gifts which were brought to the
parents of certain of our statesmen
missed the Adate of December 2 by a
fraction—a day or so—just as this story
does.

And there never was a Christmas since
Christmas was, when little girl,
upon being asked what she wanted “Santa
to bring,” did not usuvally—if not surely—
“a doll;" and that desirable addl-
tion to her family acquired, ail other
gifts became of secondary Iimportance.
This is the God-given instinct that is
never really satisfled until later in life,
when, iike the mothers of thossa certain
statesmen, & little animate doll is lald in
arms. But these mothers received
their “live dolls” for Christmas presents,
holding them to their bosoms with
same hallowed love that was felt by that
other mother as she clasped to her breast
the Babe of Bethlehem.

Many Born in December,
are seventy-five Senators and
members of the Sixty-first Congress and
a Supreme Court justice who were born
in the months of December and January,
and of these re are
rived within period regarded as t
Christmas 2ys, which
time extending from a week before Chris
mas to week after New Year's Day.
While not one of them were received on
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As far back as 1827 there was dellvered
to Mrs. Ellphalet A. Bulkeley a “live doll”
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in be more e
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tor Morgan G. Bulkeley made his appear-
ance in a distinguished Repubiican house-
hold, his father later being the first Re-
publican speaker of the C ut house
of representatives. actly two days
after the Senator had at-
tained his majority, the Washington Sen-
ator, Samuel H. Piles, arrived as a de-
layed Christmas present at 'm In
Livingston County, Ky
the days previous to the
rural malil deiivery, it not to be won-
dered at that did not arrive for the
25th; indeed, might marvel that he
was only three days late.

It would be difficult to decide whether
the Senator from Colorado, Simon Gug-
genhelm, was a belated Christmas gift or
a New Year's present, delivered a couple
of days early, as he arrived on the 30th
day of December, in the year 1867. Here
one must take into account the delay in
delivering packages that are sent by ex-
press to large cities, for he was sent to
his mother at Philadelphia, and this
would seem to prove that he really was
a delayed Christmas offering. But, In any
event, it 18 a certainty that his mother,
Barbara, was as delighted with her “doll”
as though it had come on time.

“Mother Hearts’ Satisfled.
What gifts recelved, no matter how
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were expected to arrive at Christmas or
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Here was another cass of “noblesse
obiige,”” for he rose to his present posi-
tion by his own efforts.

Four days subsequent to the arrival of
Mr. Grant in North Carolina, another
Representative was delivered at Lynch-
burg, Va. This was Carter Glass, who
made his appearance upon a scene hold-
ing better opportunities for his advance-
ment than did the former “doll” who got
there on time, for, while the other was
plodding through a weary wilderness of
unintelligible words and figures toward
an education, Representative Glass was
already entering upon a ife of usefulness
in the newspaper fleld. However, on that
memorable 4th day of the new year he
was merely a very little and very help-
less “live doll'” in his grown-up little
girl mother's arms just as any other less
fortunate *“‘doll.”
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In 1863, in the little town of Owentown,
Ky., another grown-up little girl had to
walit until four days after New Year's
Day “live doll"
This
ock, member for the Sixth Kentucky dis-
trict now, though then he was only an-
other “doll,” too; vet he probably caused
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he has experienced since, or ever will, no
matter what honor the future holds for
him.
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Now's the time for resolutions,
Won't y join me in this onef
Let's that we'll do better
This year than we've ever done:
Be more friendly with our fellows,
to lend a helping hand,
Bpeak brave words of cheer and comfort
As we travel through this land;
Sow the seeds of hope and courage,
They will biossom, never fear,
And their perfume, sweet and fragrant,
Will go with us through the year.
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Nance O'Nelll's worderful work in “The
141y has won for her at last that much+
coveted ambition of the actor—a New
York vogue,

“The Woman in the Case,”” by
Fitch, has just passed its 200th perform-
ance In London and still going strong. A
novel has been written based on the play.
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This is the record of *“The Chocs
Soldier,” which last week moved from
the Lyric to the Casino. *“‘The Chocolate
Soldier” is playing to such excellent busi
ness that the Shuberts w it In
New York the remainder of the season.

“Mr. Buttles” is the title of the new
play by F. A. Kummer, in which Henry
E. Dixey will shortly appear. Jeffreys
Lewis will be in the cast.
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